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2016-2017 INNOVATIVE PROJECT GRANT

APPLICATION



	Thank you for your interest in applying for an Innovative Project Grant.  Please find the guidelines below.
STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math):  The Education Foundation of Martin County (EFMC) is looking to fund innovative projects that inspire student engagement in hands-on learning experiences while involving subject matter experts to incorporate career relevance with the end goal of preparing students to be competitive in a global market.  
Literacy:  The Education Foundation of Martin County (EFMC) is looking to fund innovative literacy projects or programs that lead to significant gains in reading and/or writing skills.    
Celebrating America:  Let’s hear it for the Red, White and Blue!  The EFMC is looking to fund projects that celebrate America.  Your project can be a lesson on the Constitution, a program designed to educate students about the proper way to store, fold, or display the flag, a project focusing on American history, or the celebration of American ingenuity, patriotism, or music…Get creative.

Submission Deadline:

Friday, September 30, 2016 – by midnight  (Late applications will not be accepted.)
Award Announcements:
November 2016  
Save the application using the following formula “RhodesLisa2IPGApp”…Title your application using your last name, first name, number (depending on how many applications you are submitting – so you don’t save over an existing application) and “IPGApp.”

Email the completed application to LRhodes@EducationFoundationMC.org by Friday, September 30, 2016, before midnight.  Feel free to include photos or additional information at the end of your application, but please save as one document before forwarding.

Eligibility Requirements:

Grant applications are available to all teachers, instructional staff, and principals, grades K to 12, and are available in the “Educator Resources” section of the EFMC’s website at www.EducationFoundationMC.org.  All awarded projects must be implemented throughout the 2016-2017 school year.  If a recipient is reassigned or leaves the district prior to the implementation or completion of the grant, the EFMC must be contacted by the school principal, and all monies must be returned to the EFMC for redistribution.  If at any time, a teacher leaves the school after purchasing grant items, the EFMC must be contacted to determine which school and teacher will be awarded the materials and/or equipment.
Teachers and/or principals may apply for more than one grant providing each request is for a different project or program.

Grant Range:

Up to $10,000:    The Education Foundation of Martin County is looking to award a minimum of $35,000 in Innovative Project   

Grants for STEAM and Literacy programs or projects.  At least $10,000 of this will be spent on literacy programming.  This year, we are looking for projects that are INNOVATIVE!  Create a STEAM Lab for current and future use.  Develop a Robotics or Programming Class.  Think EXPERIENTIAL learning!  How about a FabLab or Makerspace?  PROJECT BASED LEARNING!  
Focus Areas:  

The grant project must fit into one of the categories listed below.  All teachers are eligible to receive funding regardless of their student population or the subject of their class.  Please call if you have any questions regarding the eligibility of your proposal.   Writing projects can be included in the Arts category.  Cross-curricular projects are encouraged.
       FORMCHECKBOX 
Science         FORMCHECKBOX 
Technology         FORMCHECKBOX 
Engineering          FORMCHECKBOX 
Arts         FORMCHECKBOX 
Math        FORMCHECKBOX 
Literacy        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Celebrating America
Non-allowable expenditures:

Focus should be on non-consumable items where applicable.  However, consumable items are ALLOWABLE.

NON-ALLOWABLE expenditures include capital improvements, support of interscholastic athletics, parties, gift cards, decorative items, entertainment of dignitaries, and financial compensation.

	

	Application Date

	Date Submitted:
	

	Project Title

	Project Title:
	

	Contact Information


	Contact Name:
	

	Contact’s Email:
	

	Contact’s Phone Number + Extension:
	

	Contact’s Cell Phone:
	

	Names and Emails of all Participating Teachers:
	

	School / Grade Level / Subject Information 

	School Name:  
	

	Grade Level(s): 
	

	Academic Subject(s):
	

	Cross-Curricular Project?
(This is encouraged.)
	

	Is this a new project?  If no, how has the project been funded in the past?
	

	Please indicate S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math) focus area or Literacy.
	

	Are you collaborating with other teachers, schools, or organizations?  If yes, please list.
	

	Subject Matter Expert (HIGHLY RECOMMENDED to include a PRIVATE SECTOR skilled professional)  for STEAM or Celebrate America Projects

	Contact Name:
	

	Telephone Number:
	

	Email Address:
	 

	Title:  
	 

	Company Name:  
	 

	Student Information  

	Number of Students:   
	

	Target Group of Students:
	

	Number of Low-Performing Students:  
	 

	Project Detail

	Project Summary:  Please summarize your project in less than 150 words.


	

	Needs Statement:  Explain why the project is needed and how it will benefit students.

	

	Curriculum Plan:  Clearly describe project idea, student activities, integration of subject matter expert (professional), and instructional strategies.   

	

	Culminating Activity or Student Presentation:  Describe culminating activity or student presentation.

	

	Goals and Objectives:  

· Identify goal

· List MEASURABLE objectives in bullet format


	

	Measurement and Evaluation:  Describe the types of assessment you will use to evaluate the effectiveness of your project and the academic gains made by students.

· How will learning be evaluated? Could include, but not be limited to pre/post tests, surveys, evaluation of student portfolios or presentations using a rubric, comparison of benchmark tests, EOC exams, state assessments, presentations, team projects, anecdotal information, interviews, and/or solving posed problems.  Be specific.

	

	Data Collection: EFMC MUST receive the results of this project in order to provide an impact report. Explain the method(s) to be used to report results to EFMC.

	See OUTCOME MEASURES requirements (following signature page).  These outcomes must be included in addition to any others that will best highlight achievements.


	Timeline:  Provide a brief, estimated timeline for implementation.  Include expected dates of project launch and evaluation.  Please take into account award timeline and ordering and delivery process.

	

	Will you have a matching contribution for this project? (If yes, please provide donor name and contribution amount)


	

	Sustainability:  How do you plan to sustain this program in future years?

	

	Budget: 

Please provide a detailed budget of how you will be utilizing the funds.



	Explanation of Expense:  Item, Source of Purchase, Quantity and Per Unit Price
	Amount:  Per item total

	Example:

8 copies of Charlotte’s Web @ 5.99 each (Walmart)
	$47.92

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Total
	

	

	Feel free to include any additional information that you feel will be helpful, to the grant reviewers, by typing information and/or copying and pasting photos here.

The applicant and the applicant’s school understand and agree to the following terms for these grant funds.

(Please place an “X” next to each of the following statements to signify agreement to comply with the terms.)

___ My school’s principal has pre-approved this application before submitting to the EFMC.

___ I understand that all funds must be spent by February 1, 2017.  If I am unable to spend the funds by this date, I will notify Lisa Rhodes, EFMC Executive Director, in writing and receive approval.  If I do not spend the funds by this date without having received prior approval, I must return funds to EFMC by February 1, 2017, so the funds can be re-distributed. 
___ I understand that I must ensure a copy of the expenditure report along with copies of my original receipts and/or purchase orders must be forwarded to MLaPointe@EducationFoundationMC.org, by March 1, 2017.
___ I understand that this project must initially be implemented during the 2016-2017 school year.

___ I understand that I am able to lend these materials to other teachers for purposes described in this grant to impact a greater number of students, but I will need to collect and keep them after sharing. 
___ I understand that I MUST invite the EFMC to see the project “in action” at least two weeks prior to the event or culminating activity.  Failure to do so will result in loss of future grant opportunity.
___ I understand that the EFMC office is now located at 1650 S. Kanner Highway, in the Stuart/MC Chamber Building.

___ I understand that the EFMC will send me a project evaluation survey and I am required to remit it by June 10, 2017.  

___ I understand that I am required to take at least a few photos of students participating in the project and email them to MLaPointe@EducationFoundationMC.org, by May 31, 2017.

___ I understand that I am required to submit a brief TLC letter to the Stuart News at http://www.tcpalm.com/forms/thankyouletters and forward a copy to MLaPointe@EducationFoundationMC.org, by May 1, 2016.
___ I understand that I must stamp all purchased materials with the provided “Made possible by EFMC” stamp (school bookkeeper should have it), or permanently label all items with similar recognition - labels, etc.

___ I understand that I must recognize the EFMC in all materials referencing this project.  This includes, but is not limited to, all media releases, news coverage, classroom and/or school newsletters, and flyers.   

___ I understand that I must get any and all media releases pertaining to this project pre-approval by the EFMC (before distribution to the media).  

___ I understand that if my project will not be completed as outlined, all funds must be returned to the EFMC by February 1, 2017. 
___ I understand that if I permanently leave my school, the materials purchased with this grant funding will not be allowed to leave the district.  If I leave my school or move to a different position within the district, I will immediately contact Lisa Rhodes so the EFMC can determine where/who will have access to these materials and/or equipment.  Any transfer of materials purchased with EFMC funds, must be pre-approved, in writing, by the EFMC.  Under no circumstances will materials or equipment be allowed to leave the Martin County School District or I will be asked to personally refund the award money.

** Failure to do any of the above will result in forfeiture of future grant opportunities. **
If you have any questions regarding the application or the program, please contact the EFMC at 600-8062.    


Submitted By: 






Date:

_______________________________________


__________________________________
Name
(By submitting this application, you are confirming that the proposal has been approved by your school principal.)
MINIMUM REQUIRED OUTCOME MEASURES


The contact associated with each awarded project will be responsible for reporting the following measurements (as applicable) along with the additional data outlined above that relates specifically to the individual project/program.
Literacy Projects
1. Number of project participants who improved in a standardized reading skills test(s)
2. Number of project participants who improved in a standardized writing test(s)

3. Number of project participants who show increased interest in reading

4. Number of project participants who show increased interest in writing

5. Number of community participants who pledged to act (volunteer, donate, promote, ratify, etc.) to advance student achievement as it relates to literacy

6. Number of community participants who acted (volunteered, donated, promoted, ratified, etc.) to advance student achievement as it relates to literacy 

7. Other measure(s)
STEAM Projects
1. Number of project participants who show increased interest in STEAM education 
2. Number of project participants who show increased interest in pursuing a STEAM career
3. Number of project participants who improved their grade in a STEAM subject area (specify subject area)

4. Number of community participants who pledged to act (volunteer, donate, promote, ratify, etc.) to advance student achievement as it relates to STEAM education 
5. Number of community participants who acted (volunteered, donated, promoted, ratified, etc.) to advance student achievement as it relates to STEAM education
6. Other measure(s)
Low Performing Students
1. Number of project participants who improved their grade in specific subject area (specify subject area)

2. Number of project participants who improved their overall grade(s) in school

3. Number of project participants who show increased interest in performing well in school

4. Number of community participants who pledged to act (volunteer, donate, promote, ratify, etc.) to advance student achievement as it relates to low-performing students

5. Number of community participants who acted (volunteered, donated, promoted, ratified, etc.) to advance student achievement as it relates to low-performing students

6. Other measure(s)[image: image2.wmf]
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If you have any questions, please contact Lisa Rhodes at 772-600-8062 or via email at LRhodes@EducationFoundationMC.org.
Thank you!
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